
 
 

Annual Report 
 

2022 – 2023 
 
The College of Health Professions is comprised of six disciplines:  Physical Therapy, Physician Assistant, 
Public Health, Clinical Psychology, Athletic Training, and Kinesiology.  In 2022-2023, the College had an 
enrollment of 768 students on the Macon and Atlanta campuses.  In addition to bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degree programs on the Macon and Atlanta campuses, the College offers postgraduate 
Physical Therapy residencies and fellowships, and a Physician Assistant residency.  The College also 
operates the Mercer Physical Therapy Clinic, which serves patients in Atlanta as well as Mercer students, 
faculty, and staff. 
 
 
College Highlights 
• Total enrollment in the College of Health Professions in 2022-2023 was 768 students: 111 Doctor of 

Physical Therapy; 206 Master of Medical Science (Physician Assistant); 92 Master of Public Health; 
95 Doctor of Psychology; 11 Master of Athletic Training; 47 Doctor of Public Health; 104 Bachelor of 
Science in Public Health; and 102 Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology students. This represented a 
7.4% increase in students in the College compared to 2021-2022.  
 

• The College of Health Professions awarded 37 Doctor of Physical Therapy, 68 Master of Medical 
Science (Physician Assistant), 47 Master of Public Health, 15 Doctor of Psychology, 6 Master of 
Athletic Training, and 39 Bachelor of Science in Public Health degrees at the 2023 commencement 
ceremonies.  

 
• All programs in the College of Health Professions are fully accredited by specialized accreditation 

agencies. 
- The Doctor of Physical Therapy program is fully accredited by the Commission on Accreditation 

in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) through 2028.  
- The Physician Assistant program is fully accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on 

Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA) through 2027.   
- The Public Health programs (bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral) are fully accredited by the 

Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) through 2026. 
- The Doctor of Psychology program is fully accredited by the American Psychological Association 

(APA) through 2032. 
- The Master of Athletic Training program is fully accredited by the Commission on Accreditation 

of Athletic Training Education (CAATE) through 2025. 
- The Physical Therapy Postgraduate Neurologic Residency in collaboration with the Shepherd 

Center is fully accredited by the American Board of Physical Therapy Residency and Fellowship 
Education (ABPTRFE) through 2027. 

- The Physical Therapy Postgraduate Orthopaedic Residency is fully accredited by the ABPTRFE 
through 2026. 

- The Physical Therapy Postgraduate Cardiovascular and Pulmonology Residency is fully 
accredited by the ABPTRFE through 2031. 
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- The Physical Therapy Postgraduate Orthopaedic Manual Fellowship is fully accredited by the 
Accreditation Council on Orthopaedic Manual Physical Therapy Education (ACOMPTE) through 
2032. 

 

• The College of Health Professions offers five combined degree programs:  DPT/MPH, DPT/MBA, 
MMSc/MPH, PsyD/MPH, and PharmD/MPH. 

 

• The Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology program is offered on the Macon campus as a traditional, 
undergraduate program and began in Fall 2021. In 2022-2023, there were 102 kinesiology students. 
The first graduates in kinesiology are expected in 2024.  

 

• The Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) program began in Spring 2022 on the Atlanta campus and online 
with two concentrations in social epidemiology or health equity and diverse populations. The first 
DrPH graduates are expected in 2024. 

 

• Faculty published 25 peer-reviewed manuscripts, gave 132 scholarly presentations at regional, state, 
national, and international meetings/conferences, and received over $630,000 in grants and 
contracts in 2022-2023. 

 

• The College of Health Professions offers multiple postgraduate residencies and fellowships. In 2022-
2023, there were 8 physical therapy residents (6 orthopaedic, 1 neurologic, and 1 cardiovascular and 
pulmonary) and 2 physical therapy orthopaedic manual fellows. 

 

• The Mercer Physical Therapy Clinic, which operates on the Atlanta campus with one clinician and 
one physical therapy postgraduate orthopaedic resident, had 5,870 patient visits in 2022-2023, 
which was a 20% increase over the previous year. 

 
 
Student Highlights 

• The Doctor of Psychology program achieved a 100% match rate in applying for the pre-graduation, 
yearlong internships in phase one of the national match. This is the seventh consecutive year at 
100% match rate. 

 

• The Master of Medical Science graduating class of 2022 had a first time pass rate of 99% and an 
ultimate pass rate of 100% on the Physician Assistant National Certifying Examination, the licensure 
exam for the profession of physician assistants.  Data for the class of 2023 are not finalized. 

 

• The Doctor of Physical Therapy graduating class of 2022 had a first time pass rate of 90% and an 
ultimate pass rate of 100% on the National Physical Therapy Exam, the licensure exam for the 
profession of physical therapy.  Data for the class of 2023 are not finalized. 

 

• College of Health Professions students provided over 20,000 hours of healthcare-related service 
(service-learning, volunteerism, community-based) to the community. 

 

• Sixty-six scholarly platform/poster presentations were made by College of Health Professions’ 
students at regional, state, and national professional conferences and three peer-reviewed 
manuscripts were published by students in collaboration with faculty.   
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• Physician Assistant students won first place out of 30+ teams in the national point-of-care 
ultrasound competition at the 2023 American Association of Physician Assistants Annual Meeting.  

 

• Physical Therapy students won the 2023 National Student Advocacy Challenge of the American 
Physical Therapy Association, which is a second consecutive win besting 37 competing programs. 

 
Select student recognitions that occurred during 2022-2023 are: 
 

Nathan Arnett, DPT 2023, was recognized as the Outstanding Core Ambassador by the American 
Physical Therapy Association Student Assembly. 
 
Reagan Blalog, PA 2023, Ciandra Calhoun, PA 2024, and Chelsea Mackay, PA 2024, were each awarded 
the National Health Service Corps Scholarship. 
 
Mary Catherine Bertulfo, DrPH 2024, received the Service Award for Epidemiology Leadership from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
Zuri Dale, DrPH 2024, was chosen to serve on the Moderna U.S. Bivalent Vaccine Advisory Board. 
 
Brittany Daniels, DrPH 2024, was selected as the stakeholder engagement specialist at Harris County 
Public Health Department, Houston, Texas. 
 
Diana Ghebrezadik, MPH 2023, was selected for the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education 
(ORISE) Fellowship Program in Infectious Diseases at the CDC. 
 
Mahogany Hanks, PsyD 2024, and Whitney Causey, PsyD 2024, received the 2023 Student Graduate 
Research Award from the Southeastern Psychological Association.  
 
Justin Henry, BSPH 2023, was selected to receive a Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship Award to 
teach English as a second language in Columbia.  
 
Samia Hussein, DrPH 2025, was selected to the 2023 Diverse Executives Leading in Public Health 
Program at the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials. 
 
Jasmine Joiner, DrPH 2025, was elected as Secretary of the 2023-24 Health Students Taking-Action 
Together Board of Directors for the state. 
 
Eunice Larbi, MPH 2023, was one of 22 students selected nationwide for the U.S. Government’s 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Internship Program. 
 
Crysta Meekins, DrPH 2024, was selected as the Program Manager for Health Equity Strategies at the 
American Hospital Association. 
 
Pierre Moton-Poole, MPH 2024, was selected as one of Boston Congress of Public Health's 40 Under 40 
Public Health Catalysts. 
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Rachel Nichols, DPT 2025, was elected President of the Student Physical Therapy Network in the Georgia 
Chapter of the American Physical Therapy Association.   
 
Vinita Patel, DPT 2025, was elected DEI Coordinator of the Student Physical Therapy Network in the 
Georgia Chapter of the American Physical Therapy Association.   
 
Jendai Sealey, BSPH 2023, was selected to serve the Peace Corps in Costa Rica to teach English. 
 
Elizabeth Courtney Shockey, DPT 2024, was elected Vice-President of the Student Physical Therapy 
Network in the Georgia Chapter of the American Physical Therapy Association.   
 
Abigail Yemisrach, BSPH 2023, was awarded an internship at the Carter Center with the Trachoma 
Control Program and admitted to the Teaching Assistant Program in France.   
 

 

Faculty Recognition and Awards   
Dr. Jeannette Anderson received the Jennifer Green-Wilson Award for Excellence in Leadership and 
Education from the RM Barney Poole Leadership Academy of the Georgia Chapter of the American 
Physical Therapy Association. 
 
Dr. Robert Baeten served as Director-at-Large of the Political Action Committee for the Georgia 
Association of Physician. 
 
Dr. Damian Bedoya served on the American Board of Emergency Medicine Bias and Fairness Advisory 
Panel.   
 
Prof. Amanda Clark was elected Co-Chair of the Georgia Association of Physician Assistants Membership 
Committee. 
 
Dr. Daniel Dale was elected Chief Delegate of the Georgia Chapter of the American Physical Therapy 
Association.  
 
Prof. Jennifer de la Cruz served on the Board of Directors of the Southern Gerontological Society. 
 
Dr. Cheryl Gaddis was appointed to the Georgia Society of Public Health Education Continuing Education 
Committee.  
 
Dr. Hank Heard and Prof. Catherine Sadowski were elected as Delegates to the American Academy of 
Physician Assistants, House of Delegates, representing the Georgia Association of Physician Assistants. 
 
Dr. Gail Kemp was inducted into the Martin Luther King Jr. Collegium of Scholars at Morehouse College. 
 
Prof. Shannon Jackson received the 2023 Georgia Association of Physician Assistants (GAPA) Faculty of 
the Year Award and was elected Co-Chair of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee for GAPA. 
  
Dr. Rebecca Larson served as Committee Chair of the Climate Change and Health Committee, 
Environmental Section of the American Public Health Association. 
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Prof. Erin Lepp served as Board Chairperson for the Georgia Farmworker Health Program Advisory 
Board.  
 
Dr. Ann Lucado received the Distinguished Service Award from the American Physical Therapy 
Association, Academy of Hand and Upper Extremity.  
 
Dr. Suzie Madden served on the Board of Directors for the Georgia Rural Health Association. 
 
Dr. Michelle Robbins was elected Vice President for the Georgia Psychological Association. 
 
Dr. Mark Stillman was reappointed to the Society for Health Psychology, Integrated Primary Care 
Curriculum Committee. 

  
Dr. Deborah Wendland received the Presidential Award from the American Physical Therapy 
Association, Academy of Clinical Electrophysiology and Wound Management. 
 
Faculty Publications 
Chen HT. Theory-driven evaluation approaches: Conventional and innovative. In: Alkin MC, Christie CA, 
(eds). Evaluation Roots: Theory Influencing Practice (3rd ed.) Guilford. 2022;78-90.  
 
Chen HT. Theory-driven evaluation. In: Rapport F, Clay-Williams R, Braithwaite J, (eds). Implementation 
Science: The Key Concepts. Routledge. 2022;159-163. 
 
Nickerson BS, Cicone ZS, Park K-S, Snarr RL, Fedewa MV, Esco MR. Dual energy x-ray absorptiometry 
produces larger measurement error in non-Hispanic Caucasians than Hispanics. Clinical Nutrition ESPEN. 
2022;53(1):120-125. doi:10.1016/j.clnesp.2022.12.012 
 
Dale D, Perlow E, Lucado AM. Partial substitution of simulation-based learning allows equal student 
self-confidence in the acute care setting: A pilot study. Journal of Acute Care Physical Therapy. 
2023;14(1):10-17. doi:10.1097/JAT.0000000000000199 
 
Teare-Ketter A, Ebert J, Todd H. The implementation of a return-to-play protocol with standardized 
physical therapy referrals in a collegiate football program: PT’s role in return-to-play, a clinical 
commentary. International Journal of Sports Physical Therapy. 2023;18(2):513-525. 
doi:10.26603/001c.73074 
 
Darville-Sanders G, Anderson-Lewis C, Stellefson M, Lee YH, MacInnes J, Pigg R M, Mercado R, Gaddis C. 
mHealth video gaming for human papillomavirus vaccination among college men-qualitative inquiry for 
development. mHealth. 2022;8:22. doi:10.21037/mhealth-21-29 
 
Moverley J, Mathur A, Jackson S, Bedoya J, et al. Physician assistant school applicants' perceptions of 
virtual interviews. Journal of Allied Health. 2023;52(2):47-53. 
 
DaViera AL, Bailey C, Lakind RD, Kivell N, Areguy F, Byrd K. Identifying abolitionist alignments in 
community psychology: A path toward transformation. American Journal of Community Psychology. 
2023;1-13. doi:10.1002/ajcp.12678 
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Le RK, Lempke LB, Anderson MN, Johnson RJ, Schmidt JD, Lynall RC. Quantifying head impact 
biomechanics differences between common filtering methods: a critical research interpretation 
consideration. Brain Injury. 2023;37(10):1173-1178. doi:10.1080/02699052.2023.2211351 
 
Lucado AM, Day JM, Vincent JI, MacDermid JC, Fedorczyk J, Grewal R, Martin RL. Elbow pain and muscle 
function impairments. Journal of Orthopedic and Sports Physical Therapy. 2022;52(12):CPG1-CPG111. 
doi:10.2519/jospt.2022.0302 
 
Lucado AM, Scott A, Sibley K, Minick K, JOSPT Staff.  Physical therapy for people with lateral elbow 
tendinopathy - using the evidence to guide musculoskeletal rehabilitation clinical practice. Journal of 
Orthopedic and Sports Physical Therapy. 2023;53(1):5-6. doi:10.2519/jospt.2023.0501  
 
Michener LA, Heitzman J, Abbruzzese LD, Bondoc SL, Bowne K, Henning PT, Kosakowski H, Leggin BG, 
Lucado AM, Seitz AL. Physical therapist management of glenohumeral joint osteoarthritis: A clinical 
practice guideline from the American Physical Therapy Association. Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation 
Journal. 2023;103(6):pzad041. doi:10.1093/ptj/pzad041   
 
Persons JB, Marker CD, Bailey EN. Changes in affective and cognitive distortion symptoms of depression 
are reciprocally related during cognitive behavior therapy. Behaviour Research and Therapy. 
2023;166(6):104338. doi:10.1016/j.brat.2023.104338 
 
Darville-Sanders G, Reinoso H, MacInnes J, Corluyan E, Munroe D, Mathis M, Madden S, Hamrick J, 
Dickerson L, Gaddis C. HPV vaccine communication competency scale for medical trainees: 
Interdisciplinary development study. JMIR Formative Research 2022;6(11):e38164.  
https://formative.jmir.org/2022/11/e38164 doi:10.2196/38164 
 
Finnell DS, Soltis-Jarrett V, Bratberg J, Muzyk A, Liu Y, Edens E, Seale JP, Mattingly J, Schnurman K, 
Osborne-Leute Zweben A, Cary A, Moore BA. Substance use-related continuing education course 
objectives: Alignment with professional competencies. Substance Abuse. 2022;43(1): 1363-1369. 
doi:10.1080/08897077.2022.2112365 
 
Orton N, Moran KD, Lucado AM. Clinical reasoning in the management of a patient with low back pain in 
multiple classification categories: A case report. Student Journal of Physical Therapy Research. 
2022;12(2):1-20.  
 
Brandenberger KJ, Rawdon CL, Armstrong E, Lonowski J, Cooper L. A non-volitional skeletal muscle 
endurance test measures functional changes associated with impaired blood flow. Journal of 
Rehabilitation and Assistive Technologies Engineering. 2023;10:1-12.  
doi:10.1177/20556683231164339 
 
Bowman S, Sadowski CK. Antibiotic use and bacterial resistance in patients with acne vulgaris. Journal of 
the American Academy of Physician Assistants. 2022;35(8):34-39. 
doi:10.1097/01.JAA.0000840500.37136.e5 
 
Patel SJ, Sadowski CK. Autosomal Dominant Polycystic Kidney Disease: An update on treatment options. 
Journal of the American Academy of Physician Assistants. 2023;36(6):11-16. 
doi:10.1097/01.JAA.0000931420.46207.82 
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Stillman MA, Farmer H, Glick ID. Psychotherapeutic applications in elite sport: Promoting mental health 
among athletes. Routledge Handbook of Mental Health in Elite Sport. 2023;329-338. 

 
Taylor D, Staples WH. Advocating for a decade of healthy aging. Academy of Geriatric Physical Therapy. 
GeriNotes. 2022;29(5):24-26. 
 
Irwin E, Ackermann R, Taylor D, Obrien E. Early intervention to reduce falls in community-active seniors: 
A pilot study. Jay Kalra (eds) Human Factors in Aging and Special Needs. Applied Human Factors and 
Ergonomics International Conference. AHFE Open Access. 2022;38:127-135. doi:10.54941/ahfe1001672  
 
Wendland DM, Kline PW, Simmons L, Sinacore DR. The effect of exercise, physical activity, stepping 
characteristics, and loading on diabetic foot ulcer healing: a systematic review. Wounds: A Compendium 
of Clinical Research and Practice. 2023;35(1):9-17. doi:10.25270/wnds/22007 
 
Wendland DM, Kline PW, Bohnert KL, Biven TM, Sinacore DR. Offloading of diabetic neuropathic plantar 
ulcers: Secondary analysis of step activity and ulcer healing. Advances in Skin and Wound Care. 
2023;36:194-200. doi:10.1097/01.ASW.0000919476.24220 
 
Gibbs KA, Wendland DM, Panasci KA, Martinez H, Mantanona J, Powers M, Sausman R. 2023 entry-level 
physical therapist curriculum recommendations for integumentary/wound management. Journal of 
Clinical Electrophysiology and Wound Management. 2023;1(1):8-29. doi:10.55566/JCEWM-D-23-00004 
 
 
Faculty Presentations  
Anderson JR, Lundquist LM.  Problem-Solving with a Comprehensive Strategy: Application of the Four 
Frames of Leadership. American Physical Therapy Association Education Leadership Conference, 
Milwaukee, WI. October 2022. 
 
Duckworth S, Anderson JR. The Importance of a Neurologic Screen in an Individual Post-MVA: A 
Reflection. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Lackey M, Anderson JR. The Disconnect Between Lumbar MRI Findings and Low Back Pain: A Case 
Report. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Baeten R, Hill J. Catheter Directed Thrombolytics: Best Therapy for Pulmonary Emboli. Georgia 
Association of Physician Assistants Annual Conference, San Destin, FL. July 2022. 
 
Baeten R. Community Acquired C. diff.  American Academy of Physician Assistants Annual Conference, 
Nashville, TN. May 2023.   
 
Bedoya JD. The Academy of Physician Assistants/Associate of Puerto Rico and Physician Associates for 
Latino Health Partners in Healthcare for Puerto Rico. Isla Verde, Puerto Rico. August 2022. 
 
Kasinathan V, Beasley K., Demery J., Wilson S, Shelley G, Cattledge GH, Gaddis CLR. How Food Deserts 
and Shortages Affect infant Nutrition. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 



College of Health Professions 2022-2023 Annual Report  8 
 

Kasinathan V, Malyani M, Bertulfo MC, Beasley K, Oldson M, Cattledge G, Sultan D, Hilts A. Disparities 
and Social Determinants of Health Visualization in Columbus, Georgia. Mercer University Research 
Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Chen T, Morosanu L, Gaddis CLR. Theory-Driven Evaluation Framework for Multi-Level Culturally-
Responsive Evaluation. American Evaluation Association. Virtual. November 2022. 
 
Chen HT. Aligning Evaluation Approaches with Context: Reductionism, Systems Thanking, and Pragmatic 
Synthesis. The Center for Assessment and Evaluation, Nanyang Technology University, Singapore. March 
2023. 
 
Chen HT, Morosanu L. Situating Reductionism, Systems Thinking, and Pragmatic Synthesis among 
Evaluation Approaches. International Evaluation Conference, Bordeaux, France. May 2023.  
 
Chen HT. Program Theory and Theory-Driven Evaluation Webinar: New Innovations in Theory-Driven 
Evaluation. American Evaluation Association. June 2023. 
 
Clark A. Understanding Fatty Liver Disease. Georgia Association of Physician Assistants Annual 
Conference, San Destin, FL. July 2022. 
 
Clark A. Proton Pump Inhibitors (PPIs): Evaluating PPI Use for GERD Management. Georgia Association 
of Physician Assistants Annual Conference, San Destin, FL. July 2022. 
 
Collier NB. What Do You Do When You Discover That the Universe Does Not Revolve Around You? APTA 
Georgia Student Conclave, Atlanta, GA. September 2022. 
 
Robb H, Collier NB. Physical Therapy Management of An Individual with Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome and 
Bilateral Hand Pain: A Case Report. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Green-Wilson, Davis R, Walston Z, Collier NB. Your Leadership Journey: Building “Range” and Why It 
Matters. American Physical Therapy Association Georgia ImPacT Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Dale DC. Faculty Perceptions of Simulation in Physical Therapy Education. International Meeting on 
Simulation in Healthcare, Orlando, FL.  January, 2023.  
 
Dale D, Wendland D, Haney T. Assessment of Physical Therapy Students’ Self-Efficacy and Accuracy 
Measuring Blood Pressure Using a Task Trainer. American Physical Therapy Association 2023 Combined 
Sections Meeting, San Diego, CA.  February 2023.  
 
Gorman S, Dale D, Brito K, Mathis E, Myszenski A, Thomas E, Curry A. Should Simulation Hours Count 
Towards Acute Care Clinical Education? An Oxford Debate. American Physical Therapy Association 2023 
Combined Sections Meeting, San Diego, CA. February 2023. 
 
Dale D. More Than Make Believe: The Value of Simulation in Healthcare! Acute Conversations: Official 
Podcast of American Physical Therapy Association Acute Care. May 2023. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/more-than-make-believe-the-value-of-
simulation/id1658602394?i=1000611415648 
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Copeland S, de la Cruz J. Underdiagnosed, Underrepresented, Untreated: ADHD in Girls and Women of 
Color. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
de la Cruz J, Taylor LF, Taylor D, Miller S. Age Friendly Care:  What is it and how do we provide it to our 
patients? American Academy of Physician Assistants Annual Conference, Nashville, TN. May 2023. 
 
Francis H, Dickerson E. A Titrated Approach to Dizziness. Mercer University Research Conference, 
Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Munroe D, Ghebrezadik D, Larbi E, Laycock J, Moreno C, Corluyan E, Kelly C, Gaddis CLR. The M.S.A.D. 
Project. Society of Teachers of Family Medicine Conference, New Orleans, LA. January 2023. 
 
Heard H. Orthopedic Skills Workshop, Georgia Association of Physician Assistants Continuing Medical 
Education Conference, San Destin, FL. July 2022. 
 
Heard H. Dunning-Kruger Effect. Phil Hart Critical Care Symposium Northeast Georgia Healthcare 
System, Gainesville, GA. February 2023. 
 
Heard H. The Medical Problem with Smith County Georgia. Mercer University Research Conference, 
Atlanta, GA. April 2023.  
 
Rardin C, Heard H. How Injection Drug Use is Changing the Face of Infective Endocarditis. Mercer 
University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023.  
 
Shugart S, Heard H. Sport-Related Concussions: A Practical Guide for Clinicians. Mercer University 
Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Hosseinzadeh M, Candler C. An Assessment Data-driven Decision Model for Identifying At-risk Medical 
Students Utilizing a Holistic View of Pre-matriculation and Post-matriculation Variables. American 
Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL. April 2023. 
 
Jackson S, Bedoya JD. PA School Applicant Perception of Virtual Interviews. International Association of 
Medical Science Educators Virtual Forum, Atlanta, GA. December 2022. 
 
Jackson S, Lepp E. Advising Students about the PA Profession: A Teacher’s Toolkit. Healthcare Science 
Technology Educators Association Winter Conference, Athens, GA. January 2023. 
 
Jackson S, Lepp E.  Advising Your Students about the Physician Assistants Profession. Health Occupations 
Students of America Georgia State Leadership Conference. March 2023. 
 
Jackson S, Bedoya JD. Moverley J, Mathur A, Vu A, Grippe K, Alois C. Physician Assistants School 
Applicant Perception of Virtual Interviews. Mercer University Research Conference. April 2023.  
 
Kennedy K, Jackson S. How to Recognize and Appropriately Manage Attention Deficient Hyperactivity 
Disorder in Children and Adolescents. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023.  
 
Pounds P, Jackson S. A Review of Hormonal Intrauterine Devices and Associated Complications. Mercer 
University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
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Clark-Metcalf S, Moore S, Kemp GN. Authoritarian Parenting and Adolescent Internalizing and 
Externalizing Symptoms: Does Income Matter? Anxiety and Depression Association of America Annual 
Meeting, April 2023. 
 
Hall C, Robinson E, Kemp GN. Racial Socialization’s Ability to Moderate the Relationship Between 
Parenting Style and Child Behavior. Mercer University Research Conference, April 2023. 
 
Blount A. Hutchinson K, Lakind RD, McIntosh A, McQuillin S, Warren G. Our Mental Health “Lane”: How 
and Where Programs Can Support Youth Mental Health. MENTOR Georgia Summit, Athens, GA. 
September 2022. 
 
Lakind RD, McCorkle A. Embedding Mental Health Supports for Georgia's Refugee Youth and Families 
into Everyday Settings: A Community Response. Georgia State House of Representatives, Atlanta, GA. 
November 2022. 
 
Lakind RD, Chu W, Boyd M, Becker KD, Chorpita BF. School-Based Mental Health Providers' Experiences 
with Schools as Ecological Systems and Contexts for Mental Health Promotion and Service. Association 
for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies Annual Conference, New York, NY. November 2022. 
 
Coleman SK, Lakind D, Gelernter M, Kolberg B. Developing a Stepped Care Model Through Community-
Based Participatory Research. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. 
April 2023. 
 
Phinizy M, Thorn J, Lakind RD. A Review of Positive Behavior Intervention Supports in Middle Schools. 
Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Pimentel E, Gelernter M, Coleman SK, Kolberg B, Lakind RD. Partnering with Stakeholders to Develop a 
Stepped-Care Model for Community-Based Organizations and Workforces.  
Society for Community Research and Action Biennial Conference, Atlanta, GA. June 2023. 
 
Larson RL. Engaging Public Health Students in Environmental Justice through a Collaborative Art Project. 
Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education Conference and Expo, Boston, 
MA. June 2023. 
 
Larson RL. A Public Health Nutrition Intervention for Youth with Disabilities. Georgia Public Health 
Association Annual Meeting, Jekyll Island, GA. May 2023. 
 
Le RK, Lynall RC, O’Connor PJ, Schmidt JD. The Influence of Helmet Dimensions on Head Impact 
Biomechanics in Youth Football Players. 6th International Consensus Conference on Concussion in Sport, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands. October 2022. 
 
Le RK. King-Devick Sensitivity and Specificity to Concussion in Collegiate Athletes. Podcast: JAT Chat. 
 
Monroe P, Lepp E. The Resurgence of a Once Almost Eradicated Disease: Syphilis. Mercer University 
Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023.  
 
Peacock R, Lepp E. Continuous Glucose Monitoring: Optimizing Diabetes Care. Mercer University 
Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023.  
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Suggs K, Lepp E. Pembrolizumab (Keytruda) for the Primary Care Physician Assistant.  Mercer University 
Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023.  
 
Lucado AM. Ligamentous Injuries and Tendinopathies of the Upper Extremity. American Society of Hand 
Therapists: Hand Therapy Review Course, Atlanta, GA. September 2022.  
 
Lucado AM. Principles of Soft Tissue Healing. American Society of Hand Therapists: Hand Therapy 
Review Course, Atlanta, GA. September 2022. 
 
Dennis M, Lucado AM, Goldberg E, Nudi G. Intra-Urban Physical Therapy Deserts: Barriers to Physical 
Therapy Services in a Northwest Atlanta Community of Color. American Physical Therapy Association 
Combined Sections Meeting, San Diego, CA. February 2023.  
 
Lucado AM. Contemporary Exercise Prescription for Lateral Elbow Tendinopathy: It’s All About the Dose. 
American Physical Therapy Association, Academy of Hand and Upper Extremity Physical Therapy, 
Virtual. March 2023.  
 
Granger A, Lucado AM. The Impact of Regular Headaches on Academic Performance in College Students: 
A Survey Study. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Arnett N, Wessel K, Lucado AM. Rehabilitation of a Recreational Golfer Following Posteromedial Thigh 
Extraskeletal Myxoid Chondrosarcoma Excision and Radiation Treatment. Mercer University Research 
Conference, Atlanta, GA.  April 2023. 
 
Coppage T, Sylvester C, Lucado A. The Concurrent Validity of the Squegg Handheld Grip Dynamometer 
Versus a Traditional Handheld Grip Dynamometer. Brooks Rehabilitation Scholarly Symposium, 
Jacksonville, FL. June 2023. 
 
Lundquist LM, Anderson JR.  Strategies for Leadership Development of Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Students: Seven Years’ Experience. American Physical Therapy Association Combined Sections Meeting, 
San Diego, CA. February 2023.   
 
Persons J, Marker CD. Changes in Affective and Cognitive Distortion Symptoms of Depression are 
Reciprocally Related during Cognitive Behavior Therapy. Association for Behavioral and Cognitive 
Therapies Annual Conference, New York, NY. November 2022. 
 
Manocchio AM, Marker CD. The Alabama Parenting Questionnaire Revised (APQ-R): Proposal and 
Psychometric Validation. Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies Annual Conference, New 
York, NY. November 2022. 
 
Liming KD, Smith A, Marker CD. Does Parental Worry Influence Child’s Perceived Threat and Precaution 
Practices? Association for Psychological Science’s International Convention of Psychological Science, 
Brussels, Belgium. March 2023. 
 
Gelernter M, Hanks M, Marker CD, Stillman MA. The Efficacy of Telemedicine on Adherence for 
Diabetes Patients. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. March 
2023. 



College of Health Professions 2022-2023 Annual Report  12 
 

 
Manocchio A, Marker CD. The Alabama Parenting Questionnaire Revised (APQ-R): Proposal and 
Psychometric Validation. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA April 
2023. 
 
Hanks M, Marker CD, Turner W. Racial Congruence’s Effect on Access and Utilization of Mental 
Healthcare. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Lowe B, Marker CD. Examination of the Disproportionality of Body Mass Index Rates in America’s Youth. 
Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Bruckner A, Castellano B, Marker CD. Attorneys’ Knowledge and Attitude Regarding Death Penalty for 
Mentally Ill. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Liu E, Manocchio A, Marker CD, Quinn S. How Cultural Identity Affects Negative Social Experiences and 
Depressive Symptoms. Southeastern Psychological Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Chih S, Marker CD, Stillman MA. Best Cognitive Behavioral Therapy Practices for Health Literacy in 
English as a Second Language Populations. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New 
Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Manocchio A, Marker CD, Rowland, M. Breaking the Cycle: Emotion Regulation as a Mediating Factor in 
Addressing Delinquency and Adverse Childhood Experiences. Southeastern Psychological Association 
Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Quinn S, Marker CD. Impact of Offender Demographics on Victim Mode of Self-Defense. Southeastern 
Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Sawyer C, Schmidt B, Marker CD. Emotion Dysregulation as a Predictor of Prodromal Psychosis. 
Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Medina P, Phinizy M, Thorn J, Marker CD. Review of Longitudinal Development of Anxiety and 
Depression in Adolescence. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. 
April 2023. 
 
Gelernter M, Marker CD, Shaw M. Potential Therapeutic Effects of Psilocybin-Assisted Therapies on 
Dementia. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Holmes M, Marker CD, Pimentel E. A Confirmatory Factor Analysis of the Anxiety Sensitivity Index. 
Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Pimentel E, Holmes M, Marker CD. Examining the Anxiety Sensitivity Index across Racial and Ethnic 
Groups. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Merritt C, Martinelli L. Early Sepsis Detection and Treatment: The Use of Biomarkers in Hospital 
Settings. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023.  
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Mohamed S, Mattingly J. Recognizing PTSD in Refugee Youth and Addressing Barriers to Care. Mercer 
University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Smith E, Mattingly J. Alcohol Use Disorder and the Aftermath of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Mercer 
University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Wishon S, Mattingly J.  Using Lipophilic Statins for Primary Prevention of Thromboembolic Events: Are 
They Worth the Risk? Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Ghebrezadik D, Munroe D, Morosanu L, Cattledge G, Gaddis CLR. The Influence of COVID-19 Messaging 
on Immunization and Other Outcomes. American College of Epidemiology Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, 
AZ. September 2022. 
 
Ghebrezadik D, Luke F, Morosanu L, Chen HT, Gaddis CLR. Suicide Rates Differences between Rural and 
Urban Georgia. Georgia Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Jekyll Island, GA. May 2023. 
 
Luke F, Ghebrezadik D, Morosanu L, Gaddis CLR, Chen HT. Unintentional Injuries Trends in Georgia 
2010-2021. Georgia Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Jekyll Island, GA. May 2023. 
 
Summers A, Nelson S. Breathe On: Cystic Fibrosis Across the Lifespan. Mercer University Research 
Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Muliero E, Nelson S. Updates in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Gonococcal Arthritis. Mercer University 
Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Cordrey R, Orton N. Why Does It Hurt? Applying Current Pain Science to Wound Care Practice. American 
Physical Therapy Association Combined Sections Meeting, San Diego, CA. February 2023.   
 
Wild M, Granger A, Orton N, McMahon T, Lucado AM. Point of Care Ultrasound to Detect Myofascial 
Trigger Points in College Students with and without Regular Headaches. Mercer University Research 
Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Wasserman O, Tran HM, Robbins MM, Marks A. Emotion Dysregulation Moderates Childhood 
Maltreatment and Young Adults’ Internalizing Symptoms. Southeastern Psychological Association 
Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Sadowski C, Mattingly J, Bedoya JD. Hoover E. Flipping the Advising Script: Transforming the Physician 
Assistant Student to Be Captain of Their Ship. Physician Assistant Education Association Annual 
Conference. San Diego, CA. October 2022.  
 
Wilson B, Sadowski C. A Clinical Overview of Pulmonary Hypertension. Mercer University Research 
Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Dinh V, Sadowski C. Hide and Seek: Where is the Melanoma? Mercer University Research Conference, 
Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Balog R, Salmon A. The Psychological Impact of Type 1 Diabetes: Disturbed Eating Behaviors in Female 
Adolescents. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
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Cuentro C, Salmon A. Pre-eclampsia: A Review for Clinicians. Mercer University Research Conference, 
Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Smith A, Stillman MA, Hickle S, Liming KD. The Role of Emotional Processing Deficits and Social Support 
in Visual Snow Syndrome. Association for Psychological Science International Conference, Brussels, 
Belgium. March 2023. 
 
Stillman MA. Society for Health Psychology’s Curriculum in Integrated Primary Care Psychology: 
Overview and Faculty and student Impressions. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, 
New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Gelernter M, Stillman MA, Lakind D. Psilocybin’s Serotonergic Utility in Cancer-Related Psychological 
Comorbidities. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Hussain F, Pinder Y, Stillman MA. Universal Suicidal Screening in Emergency Departments. Southeastern 
Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Jailall A, Stillman MA. Gender Health Differences in Romantic Relationships. Southeastern Psychological 
Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Jailall A, Bruckner A, Stillman MA. Anorexia in LGBTQ+ Populations. Southeastern Psychological 
Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Mashman C., Stillman MA, Marker CD. Parent Stress Impacting Externalizing Disorder Outcomes in 
Pediatric Pain Patients. Southeastern Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 
2023. 
 
Pinder Y, Chih S, Mashman C, Stillman MA. Emergency Department Integrated Health. Southeastern 
Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Pinder Y, Stillman MA. Mindfulness Therapy and Acudetox for Palliative Renal Care. Southeastern 
Psychological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA. April 2023. 
 
Thuo N, Martins T, Manley E, Standifer M, Sultan DH, Faris N, Hill A, Thompson M, Jeremiah RD, Al 
Achkar M. Addressing Factors Leading to Disparity in Lung Cancer Diagnosis Among Black/African 
American Communities in the United States: A Qualitative Study. University of Washington School of 
Medicine Annual Research Conference. Seattle, WA. April 2023. 
 
Smith DS, Ombengi D, Ayedun L, Ghebrezadik D, Luke F, Demery J, Scoggins C, Sultan DH. Determining if 
Obesity and Type 2 Diabetes are Priorities in Federally-Funded Prostate Cancer Clinical Trials. Georgia 
Public Health Association Annual Meeting. Jekyll Island, GA. May 2023. 
 
Smith D, Ombengi D, Ayedun L, Ghebrezadik D, Luke F, Demery J, Scoggins C, Sultan DH.  Are Comorbid 
Obesity and Type II Diabetes Priorities in Federally Funded Prostate Cancer Clinical Trials? Georgia Public 
Health Association Meeting, Jekyll Island, GA. May 2023. 
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Irwin E, Ackerman R, Taylor D. Early Intervention to Reduce Falls in Community-Active Seniors: A Pilot 
Study. 13th International Conference on Applied Human Factors and Ergonomics and the Affiliated 
Conferences, New York, NY. July 2022. 
 
Taylor D. An Insider’s Guide to Fall Prevention. Georgia Falls Prevention Coalition, Virtual. September 
2022. 
 
Taylor D. A Matter of Balance Guest Healthcare Professional. Atlanta Regional Commission, New 
Horizons Senior Center, Atlanta, GA. October 2022. 
 
Taylor D. Physical Activity and Brain Health: What Your Healthcare Team Can Do to Help You Do What 
Matters. Central Georgia Alzheimer’s Association, Virtual. October 2022. 
 
Pariser G, Puthoff M, Green Guerrero H, Hock D, Taylor D. Integrating the Annual Physical Therapy Visit 
for the Aging Population in Clinical Practice. Academy of Geriatric Physical Therapy, Webinar. November 
2022. 
 
Taylor D, Taylor LF, Miller SW, de la Cruz J, Stillman MA, Fyle-Thorpe O, Collier NB. Viewing Aging 
Through an Age-Friendly Lens to Promote Positive Aging. American Society on Aging 2023 Conference, 
Atlanta, GA. March 2023. 
 
Miller SW, Taylor D, Taylor LF, de la Cruz J. A Curriculum to Support the Delivery of Age-Friendly Care. 
American Society on Aging 2023 Conference, Atlanta, GA. March 2023. 
 
Ciolek C, Taylor D, Norris T. Elevating Care: Guiding Principles for Best Practice Geriatric Physical 
Therapy. American Society on Aging 2023 Conference, Atlanta, GA. March 2023. 
 
Taylor D, Taylor L, Miller S, de la Cruz J. Viewing Aging Through an Age-Friendly Lens to Promote 
Positive Aging. American Society on Aging 2023 Conference, Atlanta, GA. March 2023. 
 
Taylor D, Taylor L, Miller S, de la Cruz J. A Curriculum to Support the Delivery of Age-Friendly Health 
Care. American Society on Aging 2023 Conference, Atlanta, GA. March 2023. 
 
Taylor LF, Head E. It’s All Connected: Vision, Hearing, Blood Pressure, Brain Health, and Fall Risk. Georgia 
Falls Prevention Coalition, Virtual. September 2022. 
 
Everly TA, Taylor LF. Is Clinical Psychology Education Missing Geriatric Content? American Society on 
Aging 2023 Conference, Atlanta, GA. March 2023.  
 
Taylor LF. Engaging for Better Health. Georgia Gear Retreat, Atlanta, GA. March 2023. 
 
Granger A, Taylor LF. Physical Therapy Management of a Patient with Conversion Disorder in the 
Intensive Care Unit: A Case Report. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. April 2023. 
 
Thompson E, Tunney N. The Importance of Physical Therapy Treatment for a 40-year-old Individual with 
a Diagnosis of Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma. Mercer University Research Conference, Atlanta, GA. 
April 2023. 
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Webb HE, Fanno, JD, Sanchez, AM, McCormack JJ. Effect of a Farmers’ Walk Post-Exercise Performance 
Measures. Annual American College of Sport Medicine Conference, Denver, CO. May 2023. 
 
Wendland DM, Kline P, Biven T, Sinacore DR. Reducing Reulceration Rate Using Continuous Activity 
Monitoring for People with Diabetic Foot Ulcers. American Physical Therapy Association Combined 
Sections Meeting, San Diego, CA. February 2023. 
 
Altenburger EA, Haan JD, Swen SB, Wendland DM. Diabetic Foot Ulcer Clinical Practice Guideline: 
Development and Recommendations. American Physical Therapy Association Combined Sections 
Meeting, San Diego, CA. February 2023. 
 
Panasci KA, Wendland DM, Gibbs KA. Revision of the APTA’s Guide for Integumentary/Wound 
Management Content in Professional Physical Therapist Education. American Physical Therapy 
Association Combined Sections Meeting, San Diego, CA. February 2023. 
 
Martinez HA, Mantanona JS, Powers MG, Sausman R, Gibbs KA, Wendland DM, Panasci K. Creating a 
Doctor of Physical Therapy Instructional Resource for Wound Management Laboratory Activities. Texas 
State University College of Health Professions Research Forum, Round Rock, TX. April 2023. 
 
Wendland DM, Panasci KA, Martinez HA, Mantanon J, Powers MG, Sausman RL, Gibbs KA. Beyond the 
Case Study: Ideas for Fun and Creative Lab Activities. Symposium on Advanced Wound Care, National 
Harbor, MD. April 2023.   
 
Gibbs KA, Panasci KA, Martinez HA, Mantanon J, Powers MG, Sausman RL, Wendland DM. Consensus-
based Integumentary Curriculum Recommendations for Entry-Level Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Education: A Delphi Study. Symposium on Advanced Wound Care, National Harbor, MD. April 2023.   
 


